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Japan has long been at the forefront of scientific research 

Hideki Yukawa 

Nobel Prize in Physics 1949 

Satoshi Ōmura  

Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine 2015 

Shinya Yamanaka  

Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine 2012 

 



 
 

Japan is a major producer of scientific articles across many disciplines 



 
 

Japan is home to many top universities and institutes 

Nature Citation Index 2015 



 
 

(Source: InCites, WoS articles published by at least one author from the selected country) 

Japan is a major contributor to global research  



 
 

(Source: InCites, WoS articles published by at least one author from the selected country) 

Japan is a major producer of Open Access articles 



 
 

Open Access in Japan is dominated by medicine and biology 

(Source: InCites, WoS articles published by at least one author from the selected country) 



 
 

Communities adopt OA at different rates in Japan 



 
 

Japan produces high quality research 



 
 

BioPsychoSocial 
Medicine launched  

 

BioMed Central in Japan – a fruitful partnership 

2007 

BioMed Central Japan 
office opened 

2011 

Journal of Physiological 
Anthropology transferred 

from J-STAGE 

2012 

Financial support for 
online-only (including OA) 

society journals by JSPS 

OA recommendation 
through institutional 
repositories by JST 

Journal of Intensive Care 
launched 

2013 

Inflammation and 
Regeneration 

submission system 
opened 

Renal Replacement 
Therapy launched 

Tropical Medicine and 
Health submission 

system opened 

Journal of Pharmaceutical 
Health Care and Sciences 

launched 

Zoological Letters 
launched 

Genes and Environment 
launched 

2015 
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