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14:00  Welcome and Introduction 
 Stephanie Diment, Editorial Director, BioMed Central 

14:10  Japan’s contribution to the growth of global research 
 Ben Johnson, Associate Publisher, BioMed Central 

14:30  Challenges and opportunities for scholarly societies in Japan 
 Yuko Nagai, Secretary-General, The Zoological Society of Japan 

14:45  Increasing awareness of the society’ mission 
 Harunobu Nakamura, Deputy Editor, Journal of Physiological Anthropology 

15:15  Coffee Break  

15:45  Case study: Strategies for sustainable open access society journals 
 Natsu Ishii, Editor, BioMed Central 

16:15  Increasing your visibility through global reach 
 Ben Johnson, Associate Publisher, BioMed Central 

16:45  Strategy and future perspective of the Japan Geoscience Union as an international 
 academic  society: Collaboration with Springer on the new journal of PEPS (Progress 
 in Earth and Planetary Science) 
 Hodaka Kawahata, President, Geochemical Society of Japan 

17:15  Closing Remarks 

   



 
 Types of Open Access Publishing 



 
 A history of Open Access  

BioMed Central 
founded 

3rd August 1998 

Launch of 
PubMed Central 

1st  February 2000 

BioMed Central 
publishes first article 

19th July 2000 

Budapest Open 
Access Initiative 

14th January 2002 

Bethesda Statement on 
Open Access Publishing 

20th June 2003 

Berlin Declaration on 
Open Access to 

Knowledge in the 
Sciences and 
Humanities 

22nd October 2003 

SpringerOpen 
launches 
1st June 2010 

Japanese journal 
BioPsychosocial 

Medicine launched 
2007 

University of Hong Kong’s 
Open Access mandate 

October 2008 

BMC Japan Office 
launched 
March 2011 

Financial support for 
OA Japanese society 

journals by JSPS 
March 2013 



 
 Open Access market growth 

Number of Articles in Web of Science 2004-2014 



 
 Publishing Ethics 

BioMed Central is committed to maintaining high 
standards through full and stringent peer review. 

• Peer review is the responsibility of our trusted Editors,  

       in some cases review is open e.g. Biology Direct, GigaScience 

• BioMed Central is a member of Committee on Publication Ethics 

       (COPE) http://publicationethics.org/ 

• BioMed Central Publishes under Creative Commons license,  

       CC-BY http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 

• BioMed Central is a founder member of Open Access Scholarly  

       Publishers Association (OASPA) http://oaspa.org/ 
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 BioMed Central today 

 
 
 BioMed Central locations 

More than 290 
journals  

Over 600 institutional 
members 

45.5 million monthly page views 

10.8 million unique monthly visitors 
More than 2 million 

registrants 

80% of BioMed Central journals which are four 
years old or more, either have an impact factor 

or will receive one soon 
 

 

Shanghai 



 
 BioMed Central today (2) 

2000      BioMed Central is founded 

2008      BioMed Central becomes a division of Springer 

May 2015  Springer merges with Nature to become… 

SPRINGER NATURE 
 

Our goals: 

• Outstanding service in OA to authors 

• Leadership in innovation, which is why Springer Nature is 
prioritizing “Open Research” including open data 

• Through OA approaches, to facilitating collaborative and 
interdisciplinary research to solve today’s global challenges 
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Open Research Group, SPRINGER NATURE 

BioMed Central, looking forward 
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